Traftic
laws aim
to fight
phone
use, DUI
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If your New Year’s resolu-
tions didn’t include hanging
up that cellphone when be-
hind the wheel, several
states plan to do it foryou. A
slew of new laws taking effect
this year aim to curb dis-
tracted driving.

Beginning Tuesday, all
commercial drivers — in- |
cluding truck and bus driv-
ers — are banned from using
hand-held and push-to-talk
cellphones.

The new law will affect an
estimated 4 million commer-
cial drivers, according to the
Federal Motor Carrier Safe-
ty Administration, which in-
stituted the ban.

New automotive laws are
taking effect in a variety of
states too.

In Nevada, those who vio-
late a 3-month-old law that
bans texting while driving
willreceive tickets instead of |
warnings; a grace period for
residents to familiarize |
themselves with the newlaw |
had ended as of Sunday. Au- |
thorities in Pennsylvania ‘\

|
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will begin enforcing a similar
banin March.

In Oregon, aloophole will
be closed in the state’s ban
on using cellphones while
driving.

A portion of the law al-
lowed a driver to use a cell-
phone if it “is necessary for
the person’s job.” Intended
to exempt law enforcement
and emergency workers, the
provision also allowed some
motorists to have their cita-
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