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ALLEN J. SCHABEN Los Angeles Times

THIS LAPD CRUISER was one of hundreds in police-involved crashes last year. In fact, the LAPD’s numbers
average out to about one crash a day. They’re costly for the city — and, in rare cases, deadly for Angelenos.

Claims paid
A breakdown of cases and legal settlements and judgments paid out by the city of Los Angeles for claims against the
Los Angeles Police Department and other city agencies (2002 through Oct. 5, 2011, latest data available):

LAPD payouts by category Number of traffic cases Percentage of all cases filed Percentage of all city
(In millions) against LAPD against the city payouts
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[LAPD targets co

New policies aim at
reducing cop-involved
collisions, many of
which result in suits.

JOoEL RUBIN

At any given moment in
Los Angeles, scores of police
cars are out on the streets —
either rushing to calls for
help or prowling around in
search of trouble.

Despite the training cops
receive in how to speed safe-
ly through traffic, they arean
accident-prone bunch. Po-

lice were involved in traffic
accidents more than 1,250
times in the last three years
— an average of about one a
day.

Most of the crashes were
minor, but some resulted in
life-threatening injuries or
totaled police cars, or were
the result of the officer vio-
lating traffic laws, according
to LAPD records. In at least
two ineidents, the driver of
another car was killed.

And at a time when the
Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment is trying to stem the
steady stream of lawsuits
filed against officers that
cost taxpayers millions of
dollars each year, traffic ac-

B

cidents remain a significant
and costly obstacle. They
represent nearly one out of
every four lawsuits filed
againstthe department.

The city has paid nearly
$24 million in settlements or
verdicts in about 400 LAPD
traffic-related lawsuits over
the last nine years and must
contend with dozens more
cases that remain unre-
solved, city records show. In
all but a few of the closed
cases, city officials opted to
pay a negotiated settlement
instead of taking their
chances at a trial — a strong
indication that the officers
were in the wrong.

“It is a top priority for us

stly crashes

to get a comprehensive risk
management plan in place,
and addressing traffic acci-
dents has to be a big part of
that,” said Richard
Drooyan, president of the
Los Angeles Police Commis-
sion, the civilian board that
sets policy for the LAPD.
“We need to look at what
Kkind of training, supervision
and policies could be imple-
mented to prevent these ac-
cidents.”

In a recent article, The
Times highlighted a 2009
collision in which a 25-year-
old woman was Killed when
her car was broadsided by
an LAPD police cruiser

[See LAPD, A14]
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