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The FAIR EMPLOYMELT PRACIICE COMMITTEE

With the United States accelerating "all aid short of war" +to é:ﬁ:
the war-besieged allies, employers were hiring whites as fast as they%alked 3&w\
in the doors but not Negroes and other nim minorities. ‘This injustice
infuriateé black Wleaders and so for months ih late 1940 and early
1941 they entreated the government to take steps 1o eliminate this aé%x
palling injustice;«§ of—enployers. o

But their appeals fell on deaf ears. As far as the Negroes and

Spanish'speaking Americans and even Jews were concerned, the lack of jobs ‘,\

’ €

contlnueGV{SThere was no let-up in their long depression.

The American Year Book,1944, shows that in i&iﬁ 1941 theré&r
were 44,166,083 persons, excluding emergency wWorkers, employed out of our o~

total polulation. Of this numbe£%0, 495, 089 were whlte' 4, 0705, 994 were K\if;

non-white. The non-whites were heavily concentrated = 15.1

pond dand /the crafts
and 13, SAyere employed /or as  operators compared to 31 6 percent for whites.

erient ;hln farmlney
In theearly months of our defense bulld—up , the government did

make some effort 9& to deterﬁ”ine how many Negroes could be absorbed in defense

plaqﬁjLouls Coleridge Keselman in his book, { The 3001al 39;;1105 of FEPC grote

the State Commission on the Condition of the Colored Unrban Population of

Illinois sent out a questionnaire to Illinois defense plants and received

)

146 replies. 95”3%’fﬁthh1rd /[ replied that no Niégroes were employed., In

the 51 plants utilizing non-white workers , Negroes comprOmlsed only 3.6

percent of T

~—
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the total working forcse, ofswhieHd 70 percent were unskilled workers,
In the field of vocational training, Social Securlty Board
figures for the six months from Augusﬁr; 1940, to January, 1941,
showed that of h89, 529 applicants accepted for vocational tralning
EaN
throughout the countri}?, 343 were non-white, and of the 15,559
plécements only 50 werse non-white.
emplo ont for craf hq'concerned religious
Attempts to get/Negrdbs in airi plants , YomAdhix e i vbednm
groups, such as the American Unitarlan. A sociation”‘ in 1941, elicited .
shocking answers, gyglje of Nashville wrote: S 7
ebony
"We do not believe ih advisable to include colored people in %f

our working force. We may at a later date he in a position to add some
colored peopla'in minor capacities such as portens and cleaners." .
And North American Aviation Ine. replied. aa=falTows:

“We will receive& éoplications ffom both white and colored
workarq;;However, the Negro will be considered-.-only as janitors and in
other’ similar capacities...,lt is agai}ﬂst the company policy to htnu
~employ tbem as mechanics or aircraft worker&f..Regardless of their

training as aircraft workers> we will nnot hire them."

Naturally, the tension and raga ~among the Negro population

mounted, Negro 1eaders ‘made. angry speeches, beld conferences, peassed

resolutions, However, the first unmistable summons for action wasn't

soundedluntil beruar%, 19hl,lwhen A, Phillips Randolph”) international
president of the Brotherhood of Sleepigg Car Porters )called a conference

of/y/ influential Negro leaders “?B discuss ways and means of securing

i 0’ |
a_?g{g}fm%’ablqunx> (of - the new ' jobs opening up. Out of this

AT T T o Tr s aee e am e v e Y e
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developed the "March on Wa§ington Movement "(MOWM) that caught
a
fire among the jobless, And Randolph's decla;&ion in May added
more kindling. He thundered: "The Administration leaders in Washington
‘.’Qf_‘%wﬁi

will never give the Negro Jjustice until they see ma si?abten, twenty,
f1fty thousand Ngggggs on the White House lawn,"
AL first Mr Roosevelt and other public officials paid

P

T

+o =
little notice .@f the MOWM ™, , though it was inspiring rallies and organiﬂy

ing committees all over the country; but when Randolp&ggnounced a
ws ke i

de finite date-iJuly fst L for the marcﬁﬂ, they -weiced up tp tie seiouqh
[422Y
an Pm M'“‘ ;
ness of the situation. Fifty thou‘sand Negroess ausmemin Washingtobn

could cause an unffavorable reaction abroad and increase uneasiness
and dissatisfaction at home,
sent
The President 58t a letter to the chairman of the Office F?
Production Management(ﬂ, declaring the government could not permit
discrimination agahnst American citizens in defense plants. It had no
effecqg Randolph 4id not call off the march,

Mr. Roosevelt had to act, and quickly, On June 25, he issued
Executive Order No,8802, wi=x which began:

"Whereas it is the md policy of'%he United States to sncourage
the full participation in the national defense program by all citizens of
the United States, regardless of race, creed, color, or national origin’j
in the firm belief that the Democratic way of life zxm within the nation
can be defended succesfully only by with the help and suppory of all

L 4 ¢l . | e H‘“”‘ﬂ'
groups within its borders..c. 4 (aﬂe(g?pmmhdﬁnamkwaa A

He then established /y/ﬁgmmittee on Fair Emnloyment Practice‘\and

Mark he wanted a white Southernez/

» Sympathetic to the Negro cause. The other mikers of the gommittee
-
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wers Phillip Murray, presideht of the CIO; William Green, president of
the AFL:; David Sarnoff,) head of the Radio Corporation of Americég;
William Webster, Randolpgfs lieutenant 1in the Brotherhood of Sleeping
Car Porters; and Earl B. Duckinson, Chicago alderman. Mark [felt 1%
was a strong, across-the-board committee. |

Randolph called off the March on Washington. _

The Committee, however, had little actual xﬁfﬁnxitypower. Its
work, according to Executlive order No. 8807 , , was Wﬂ%o receive and
investigate complaints of A$serimination in violation of the provisions
of the order and to take approptlate steps to address valld grievances
as well as to recommend further ﬁeasures to the government and the Pregg

{dent necessary to cafry out the order." 1Its invetigations were limited
tp industrles under government contract and to government agenciles idg\
volved with vocational and training programs. ,

It had very little financial support, The money tota&lééé%?
$.3,32L for the fiscal year ending June 10,1942, came from the President's

emergency fund. It supported a staff of eigbt_%man executive secretary,

an amsistant executive secretary, aml six investiﬁftorgéifor the whole

country.
The Committee's task was extremely frustrating and difficult.
Mg - i RSBt tl B et I W 8 Lo O 5D ng
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Doty The first year thecommities I hearing/in Los Angeles,
Chicago, New York, Washington)and Birmingham. involving forty-nine

L

industries, unions) and defense training programs, Discrimination sewteted

v RN aptb-. c — :

e o Seventy-filve penjgnt of the cases investi%atﬁed involved

. fN g ’

Negroes, 1§ perTRent Jews,and R4fxwEn 15 percent other minorities.

D
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on May 25,19h2, Me®mk ; after almost a year devoted to the

work of the committeejMark resigned his chairmanshig; ntnraxaxne hetmm

mamhmxmmﬁxmhmxﬂmmmmxmanm‘The United States was now a fulLl participant
in the war and Mark needed to give more attention to the newspapers,
The grave shortage of newsprint, the loss of members of the newspaper
staff to various branches of the service, the voluntary curtailment of
war news and many other problems required hls presence at homse. But he
stayed a member of the Committee and, as a LSy wEuRE®x momber, he
caused a greater furor$® than he ever had as chairman.
The new chairman, Dr, Malcolm M{:Lean, presidemt of

H%%ton Instttutqbasked Mark to open the hearings in Birmingham 1ln Juns,
1042, with a short talk on race relations in the south.

Mark began: "The Committee came into being %;; not to
create, but to ease, tensions. It was born of tensions.../ of the perfectly
legitimate feeling upon the part of the minority groups in this country
that, since we are to fight to the death to preserve freedomﬁ; all of

us have a right to participate, both as members of the armed forces
and as workers in our war industries,

"When we consider tbat...,h wuxi\\} about Ij0 percent of

our total populationﬁ%izgln the spheres in which preJudice rxriniieax

cesecanse are presented uu&
operatesJ pmpngpmnxns <O-plape-perge bdapo-prte

3, fhe question
whether wk\can afford not to have the minorities accorded full

.
partotpation in the war effort.
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"T'he answer 1ls obviously that we cannot allow
anything to stand in the way of an all-out effort.
From the military standpoint, if we build an army
énd navy of 10,C00,000 or 12,000,000 men, we shall v
need every man of every race and creed either
to bear arms or t¢ make armS....

"From the standpoint of employment we o need oo
Cw;;gggi~\§W%¥gj vﬁﬂijf:;x
and will need mor€ a moreﬁyntil we build enough ! Y

5]

ships to sink the submarines that have operated B
off the Gulf Coast and in other waters, enough “yf“ﬂhi
ships to haul the implements of war to our troops o g'gidx
abroad and to our hard=pressed allies; we will ' K\ifi"

need every hand that can run a machlne.<;There
should be only one test of employment in a war
industry at a time like this, at any time in
which the national 1life 1s imperiled; we cannot
afford any other test than that a man has the
‘know-how' or can acquire it to operate machines
that turn out war goods.

So far, so good but thﬁh Mark ventured into
exceedingly tricxy waters in an attempt to calm
the fears of many Southern whites who were eni;
deavoring to obstruct the Committee's efforts
because they held the notion that President
Roosevelt's Execdilve Order 8802,—settimp=xim The
CommITTEE B BIving—+4—the—power—to OTUEr ENPIOY
menn;negamé&eeemefiracevwcreed5'¢old;, oTETIOHEY
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oriria,. &imed at dolrg away with segregation.

Fark setd: "This 1s a time for all of us,
particulaerly for us Of the South, to be coldly
realistic. We sre too often inclined to confuse

v
the rational and emotiornal approach to the problem

of the hegro and the white man living together

amlably and peacefully...{@Rei weget=tF—tis fleld i’

S

; fﬁhen somebody mentlons
social equallty) the égolltion of Jim Crowlsm or
segrigatlon.

"Indlvidual members of the Committee have
their own 1deas about that and T do rot gretenrd
to speak for them, but the Committee has taken
rno poslition on the question of segregation of
industrial work€rs. It has recognized that the
Fresldent was not endeavorirg iy Executive Urder
£802 to write a socilal document; he was writing,
as the lenguage of the grder plainly shows, a
document cdesigned to secure the fullest use of
the manpower avallable to US.ee..

"Had 1 conceived it to be [;.social documen{} Tf%}\
I shoul|d not have accepted membership on thne

v
comrittee, because I would have regarded it as a

“Bo_ C
perfectly futile, 1f not dangerous, gesture on
the part of the rresident; becauvse T would have
concelved 1t to be disruptive, rather than unifyling )
in that I would have considered a federal fiat {\E%z\
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y
demandln%, for instance, the abolition of social
.
e segre@ation a%énst the general peace and welfare;
s

¥

Tad and because I would have considered & federal order
of trat kKird irn the bhezi dictatorlial pattern
rather thar in the slower, more painful, but
sounder pattern of the democratic rrofess....
", ..there 1s ro power in the world?%not even

in all the mecharized armies of the earth, Allied

(Q,\ AV ! X .
pgople to, abandorment of the prirciple of socilal T

A i
segregation.” AN o

and Axisf%that could now force the Southern white //zf
R4

That last statement was meant as a warninj’
to the Negro leaders and those Megro editors
who were demardirg :}il or rothing" for their
cooperation in the wer effort. They vere glving
the Committee almost as much trouble as the frigntered

whites. W ith all the persuasive power liark possessed r\
/

e,

he tried to point out to them the error of thelr S N

/ St A
”}\ | - L ’,‘ £ an
/ B,
"loo many of the [%egro leaders have professed { &*ﬁv
‘\\ ' pnil ey,

to see in Executive Crder 8802 a new *'Emsncipation \

AN

ways:

Proclamation! and have magnified 1its import and h %%Nzﬁi
its possibliiitles.

"To0 many of thex ignore the history and tradition
of this section and take refuge in the wholly unreali;

istic }dea that the federal power can be invoked to
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porform some xagic to convert human nature from
what 1t is. we ouzht to have serse encugh by
now to know that the ¥ederal government has only
such power as we freely accord 1t; our experiment
with Prohibvition should have tgught us that)a
federal enactment 1s effective only as it conforms
to the will of the péople and as they respect 1t.
"The Negro pust reallze tha%malthough it is .k

.. Slower and more rzinful to him, the educstlonal

process, coupled with ecoromic security and the

implementation of his civil rights, is the only
sure cure in the long Fun for our nationel 1ills.
"Democracy 1s not a perfected state of
Utoplan government; ilts strength lies irn the feact
that 1t has g Jeast the dlsrositlion to contirue
IE oS
to attack 1tz“\i;$f) “he educational process and
1¥s accoutrexents bring a more intelligent appreaach ';f§i\
ard an awevened sense of Jjustice on the part of
the white man, without which the Southern Negero
cannot ever advsnce much. The Southern Negro
carrot affort@?o drive from hlis side, in his march

A

to a greater fulfilliment of his rights, the

Southern white men of good hlll who have been his
D

chiff asset and his chief ald."

Angry denunclafion from Negro leaders throughout

v

the country stormed around harx's w / leth = -
( HiLan el
Reod “’
ok, 7
fe ;'n‘?'
uAd po 235"

e
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head. After all, he was not a libveral, they

crieqs "He was Jjust another Negro-hating
Mississipolan.”
FKixed

Jweds
1is=s from white editors.

with the criticismiLhwere a few ~ina
The xirdest were written
by John temple Graves ﬁ%/éﬂitor of the zsirminghem X
Age nerald uﬂ%ﬁ wldely syndicated literal columnist.

QPoting what he described as rierk's "now famous
statement,"rshat the Southern 5egro could rot

,f%fford to drive from his side...the Southern white

of gnod will..." and his "historic declaration”

that "Theres is no power in the world...that could row

PRI
force white pentle to the abahdo“m€nv of the <%fifjf?
rrinciple of social segregatioéj" 5ohn Swi*/\J o
, ]m/\/{ilf ey (:.H
(:;f. tthrisze wes eaking of a fact. ireg

ﬁ»e v.a8 / o
"’v‘\‘t{, 3
sirzly stating a truth without éﬁj/

passing ro Judgment,
— )

recognition of which there can be no practic&i
approach row to the veily reszl problems and needs

of thelﬂégro inn the South. A4 lew Dezler...and

member of the Fresident's Falr Lkmployment Fractice
Committee. he found 1t necessarx)as a man accustomed
to getting things accomplisheq)to make this statems«nt

of fact. Fuch as the statement dlsappointed some

of his liberal friends in other parts of the country
snd ﬁﬁ@iZ'as it made the natienal hegro leaders,
it dicarpointed and angered even more the reactloni}
sfles in the outh who are lookirg to gatherirg
raclal tensiorns as a shiming chance for discresiting

not only the New Leal but the whole lliberal posltion...s
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To huve Loutherr liberals llk bar« ~tkrid e and _ :]
v Virginius Lanbey taking: fo r 1ght stands a&airct -

agitation for the settlement of th€ whole Weero
problem overnig%t...even as they lead in demands
for the Pegro's full participation in the infductrial
snd militery tasks of the wzsr; hes been confusirg
to the Talmadges of Dixie, to the Fascists, to the S
Klansmen who are itching so to ride, and to those
gentlemen who took 1t upon themselves recently
to use the club on a great Hegro singer [ﬁblamd
y Hayeé] in Rome, Georgila, who had nothing but peszce
and good will in his heurt.”
In lark's thenk=you letter to John he saild he
T dad
aupr?cy:ted his "rcadirﬁés to defend™ “1qw\xhan,
aﬂdegigp had to spend a lot of time dsf}rding himself
pertly, he suppos€d, becususe, like rFopeye '1 yem
what 1 yam..f§
Mark's troubles wWere insignificant compared to the
troubled that piled up for the Committee. Tbe/%resident's
support was practically no?;existent. He bowed to the protests
of the Committee's opponents, the Southern congressmen, the
{pdustrial leaders, the labor unions, whose cooperation he
needed to wage & successful war, He shifted the Commi ttee
ffom agency to agency. At first it was in the Labor Division
of the Office of Productive Management (OPM), but when the
OPM was abolished in January, 1942, the President moved to
Committee to the War Production Board; then in July, 192,

he moved it to the War Manpowsr Commission, whers it was

subject to the orders of the WMPC chairman, Paul McNutt,
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the 6 flee ??W;m M gemod.
There was constant bickering betwsen the Committee anﬁféégg, The

Committee was demoralized. Three msmbers resigned. Mnally in May,

4 Seerrd /
19L3, 1t gafe way to 1ts successor §”the [:3.4.4 2nd / Fair Employment

Practicse Committes. Mark was not a member,
XXX
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